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Abstract: The paper aims to investigate the existence and uniqueness of weak solution, using the Browder
Theorem method, for the nonlocal (p, q)-Kirchhoff system:

—Ki( o IVIP)Apdp + Aa(x) |29 = fi(x,¢,¢), x€Q
K2 ([ [V911) Agp + Ab(x) [9]7 %0 = fo(x, 4, 9), x€Q
p=9= 0, x € 0Q)

where Q) is a bounded domain in RN with smooth boundary 9}, with Kj, K, be continuous functions and
f1, f2 be Carathéodory functions.

Keywords: nonlocal elliptic, weak solution, p-Kirchhoff problem.

MSC: 35J60, 35D30, 35]92.

1. Introduction

T his paper investigates the existence and uniqueness of weak solutions to the nonlocal (p, ¢)-Kirchhoff
system, using the Browder Theorem method. The system is given by:

—Ki ([0 [VOIP) App + Aa(x)|¢P 2 = fi(x, ¢, 9), x€Q,
Ky (Jo IV9[7) Agp + Ab(x)[9|1729 = fo(x,¢,9), x €, 1)
p=9=0, x € 9Q),

where A,z = div(|Vz|"~2Vz) denotes the r-Laplacian for r = p,q, with 1 < r < N, A is a positive parameter,
and 0 < a <a(x) < B < 00,0 <9 <b(x) < < oo. The domain Q) is a bounded subset of RN with smooth
boundary dQ). Additionally, the functions K1, K, f1, and f, satisfy the following conditions:

(L1) The functions K; and K; are continuous and increasing, such that

0<ki <Ki(t) <kioo, VtE[0,00), i=1,2. )

(L2) The functions fi and f, : ) X R x R — R are Carathéodory functions, decreasing with respect to the
second and third variables, respectively. Specifically, if wy < w; and s, < s, then

filx,wy,s) < fi(x,wa,s) and  fo(x,w,s1) < fa(x,w,82), 3)

for almost every x € () and all wy, w», 51,52 € R.
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(L3) There exist f; € L¥ (Q) and f» € L7 (Q) such that:

fi(x,w,8)] < x| fi(x) + [w]P=t+ [s]7/F |, “
|f2(x,w,5)| < cp|falx)+ |w|P/T +|s|71
where ¢1,¢0 > 0, p' = %,and q = qql
Previous studies have focused on nonlocal Kirchhoff-type elliptic systems, such as:
~M ([ |Vul?) Au=h(x,u), x€Q, 5
u=0, x € 9Q),

where M is a continuous function on R, and h(x, u) is continuous on Q) x R (see [1-3]). The stationary version
of the Kirchhoff equation associated with problem (5) is:

Uy — M (/Q qu|2> Axu = h(x,t),

where M(t) = at + p with a, p > 0. In [4], the authors established the existence of a positive weak solution for
the nonlocal p-Kirchhoff-type system:

= [K(Ja IVul)]" 8y = flx,m), x€0, ©)
u=0, x € 90},
using critical point theory, where f € CAR(Q) x R") and K is a continuous increasing function satisfying:
K(t) > ko >0 VteR". @)

In [5], the authors proved existence and multiplicity results for solutions of (6) using the Genus theory
introduced by Krasnoselskii. The existence and uniqueness of weak solutions for the p-Laplacian system
using the Browder theorem were studied in [6], while [7] generalized these results to the case of weighted
p-Laplacians.

Boulaaras et al. [8] discussed the existence of weak solutions for the sublinear Kirchhoff elliptic system
using the sub-super solutions method:

—M; ([q |Vul?) Du = Au® + 0P, x€Q,
—M, (Jq |Vol?) Av = Au® 4+ upv?, x € Q, 8)
u=0=vo, x € 0Q),

where Mj, M, are continuous increasing functions, and A1, Ay, p1, 4o are positive parameters, with « +9 < 1
and p+v9 <1
The system (1) is classified as a nonlocal problem due to the integrals in the first two equations, which
prevent the equations from being pointwise identities. It is analogous to the stationary version of the Kirchhoff
equation:
8214 PO
Poz ~

u
] ox2 0, ©)
originally presented by Kirchhoff in 1883 (see [9]), where p is the mass density, P is the initial tension, E is the
Young modulus, # is the cross-sectional area, and L is the length of the string.

The study of Kirchhoff and p-Kirchhoff type problems has been the subject of much attention due to
their theoretical and practical significance. Notable works include [10-14], where topological and variational
techniques were employed to prove the existence of weak solutions.

The Browder Theorem method has been successfully applied to prove the existence of positive weak
solutions for various nonlinear systems (see [6,15-18]).
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This work extends previous studies by considering a system with the p-Laplacian operator, which is
particularly relevant in physical scenarios such as fluid mechanics (see [19]).

The structure of this paper is as follows: Section 2 provides a brief overview of relevant concepts,
definitions, and theorems, along with the space setting for our problem. In Section 3, we present the proof
of the main results.

2. Space Setting and Preliminaries

In this section, we outline important concepts, definitions, and theorems related to the operators used in
this work, which are discussed in detail in [20].

Definition 1. Let K be a real Banach space, and let T : K — K* be an operator. For all ¢, ¢1, ¢z, ¢, € K, the
operator T is:
(a) Bounded: if it maps bounded sets to bounded sets, i.e.,

Vr>0,3M>0:||¢|| <r = |T(¢)|| <M, whereMdependsonr.

(b) Coercive: if
i (T@), )
lpl—eo (1]

= 0Q.

(c) Monotone: if

(T(¢1) — T(¢2), 1 — ¢2) > 0.
(d) Strictly monotone: if
(T(¢1) — T(¢2), ¢1 — ¢2) >0 fordy # ¢

(e) Strongly monotone: if there exists ¢ > 0 such that

(T(¢1) = T(¢2), 1 — ¢2) = cllr — ¢21*.

(f) Continuous: if ¢, — ¢ implies T(¢,) — T(¢).
(g) Strongly continuous: if ¢, — ¢ implies T(¢,) — T(¢).
(h) Demicontinuous: if ¢, — ¢ implies T(¢,) — T(¢).
Remark 1. ¢ Every continuous operator is demicontinuous.
¢ Every strictly monotone operator is monotone.

¢ Every strongly monotone operator is coercive if T is linear on a Hilbert space K.

Theorem 1. (Browder Theorem [21]) Let T : K — K* be an operator on a reflexive real Banach space K. Moreover, if
the operator T is: bounded, demicontinuous, monotone and coercive on the space K. Hence, the equation T(u) = f has
at least one solution u € K for each f € K*. If furthermore, T is strictly monotone operator, then the equation T(u) = f
has precisely one solution u € K for every f € K*.

Next, we recall some background facts concerning the Sobolev spaces:

e WP(Q) is defined as the completion of CJ°(Q)) with the norm

1
4
ooy = | [ 17+ [ 19" (10)

. Wg’p (Q) is defined as the closure of C¥(Q) in W7 (Q) with the norm

1
P
lullygoiey = | [, 190P] an)
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for 1 < p < oo, which are well defined reflexive Banach Spaces. Also, |||y, and [|ul] are

Wy ()
equivalent norms.

For simplicity, we consider W; = W&’p (Q) and W, = W&’q(Q). The space setting of our problem is the
Banach space W = Wl X W, and the norm of z = (¢, ¢) € W is defined as ||z||w = [|¢|lw, + ||¢|lw,, where

1

lollw, = ( Jq |V¢>|P) and [|¢|lw, = (o |V$|7) 7. From the continuity of the embedding
Wy X Wy =< LP(Q)) x L1(Q))

there exist positive constants C, and C; such that

1@llr) < Collpliwg,  1¥lliaa) < Colldllw, V(g ) € W. (12)

Readers can find more details about the space setting in [22] and its references. Throughout this paper,
the notation (-, -) represents the duality pairing between W and W*.

3. Existence and Uniqueness Results

In this section, we prove that system (1) has a unique solution via the Browder theorem method.

Definition 2. We say (¢,v) € W to be a weak solution for system (1) if

Ki(l9ly,) [ 19617294 Vor+2 [ a@)lgl"2po1 = [ Alg.9)er o W,
Ko (111, / V|72V VP2+/\/ x)|pl" o2 = / fa(x, @, 9)p2 V2 € Wy,
where ||¢||w, is the usual norm in Wy. The following theorem summarizes our main results for problem (1).

Theorem 2. Let (L1) — (L3) are satisfied, then system (1) has a unique solution.

Proof. Suppose A € R and define the operator T : W — W* as

T(¢,¢) = J(d,¥) + AS(¢,¥) — R(x, ¢, 9),

where the operators [,5 : W — W™ are given by

(J(P,¥), (p1,02)) == (J1(¢), p1) + (J2(¥), p2) ,

where,

Ur(@).or) = Ki(lglly,) [ 19917296 Ty,

(). 02) = Ka(ll¥ ) [ IVI72V- Vo,
and,

(S(¢, ), (p1,p2)) = (S1(¢), p1) + (S2(¥), p2),
where,

S1@)or) = [ a@Iglr 201, (S2)pa) = [ bIYIT 2p0n,
also, the operator R : ) x W — W* is given by
(R(x, ¢, ), (01,02)) := (Ra(x, ¢, ), 01) + (Ra(x, ¢, 9), p2) ,

where,

(R1(x, ¢, 9), 01) Z/Qfl(xr4>/¢)m/ (Ra(x, ¢, ), 02) Z/sz(x,%llﬁ)pz,
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V(p1,02) € W. We say (¢, ) € W to be a weak solution for system (1) if

(T(¢,9), (p1,02)) = (J(@ ), (p1,02)) + A (S(d, ), (01, 02)) — (R(x, ¢, 9), (01, 02)) = O,

holds for any (p1,p2) € W. Finding (¢, ) € W that satisfies the operator equation T (¢, ) = 0is the equivalent
of finding a weak solution for system (1).

We split our proof into several steps, in order to apply Browder Theorem:
Step 1. We prove the operators J, S and R are well defined. By Holder’s inequality, for the operator ], we have

h(@)en)] < [Killlgliy)| [ 1Vl Vo]

<k100</ V¢|P> (/ |Vp1|p)l <.

Similarly, for the operator J». Therefore, since their sum is well defined, then the operator | is well defined.
For the operator S, we have

1
v

(sighenl < [ alol el < p( [1o7)" (. pm) <o
Q

Similarly,

(529 p2)| < [ byl pal <0 ([ W) (/. w)

So, both S; and S, are well defined, then the operator S is well defined.
Also, the operator R can be written as the sum of Ry and Rj,. For the operator R, we get

(Ratxgphpnl <o ([ G+l + lpi7”) |p1|)

<a|( /A6 ”) +(/, |¢|”) ([ )’ (/Q|plp>%

= c1 [l ) + 1911E 0ty + 11150ty ] llerl oy < oo

1
P

Similarly, for the operator Ry, and hence R is well defined.
Step 2. The operators ], S and R are bounded. Indeed, V¢, ¢ such that |[¢[|,y, < H, [[¢|[y, < L, for the
operator |, we have

[1(@)|lw- = sup  [(J1(¢), p1)]

1], <1

<k sup [V Vo]

o1y <1

1 1
/ p
<kie sup (/QIWP”)p (/(llvpll’j)

1], <1

S kl,ooHp/p,-

Similarly,

==

. <k vyl
@)l <k sup ([ 1941’

o2y, <

([ 1vear)’

S kZ,ooLq/q/‘

Hence | is bounded.
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Also, for the operator S, we have

1
/

5@l = swp_IiSiohen < sup ([ 1ol?)’ (/m@

llot ||, <1 llp1llw, <1
< BC,PHI'Y'.
Similarly,
1 1
q q
52l <0 sup ([ 1u)" ([ 1eatt)
szn ,<1 o
< 5Cqm/ 7.
Then S is bounded.

Finally, for the operator Ry, we have

[IR1(x, &, 9)llw= = sup [(Ri(x, 9, 9),01)]

1]y, <1
< swp [ (@ +oP g ) o
llpallw, <17€

<cr sup [[1All ) + 191k + 19111170, ot

[lo1[lw, <1
< C1C (HleU’/(Q +C p/y ||47||1€\]/1pl —|—C alp ||¢||‘7/P’)
<Clcp(’|f1||m +Cpp/p MP/V 4 C /Y NIV

Similarly,
[[Ra(x, ¢, )|y« = sup  [(Ra(x,¢,9),p2)]
[lo2/lw, <1
< G (||l q +qu/q NVT 4+ C,P T MP/T).
Hence R is bounded.

Step 3. The operators |, S and R are continuous. Let

{¢n—>¢ inWy = [|¢n —dlw, — 0 = [|Vou — V1) — O,
Yo — ¢ InW, = [[pn —Yll, — 0 = [[V¢pu = V|| 15q) — 0.

Applying Dominated Convergence Theorem, for the operator |, we have

111(¢n) = 1(@)lw+ = sup  [{J1(Pn) — J1(¢), p1)|

1], <1

=

S kl,oo (/Q [|v¢n|p72v¢n - IV(P|‘U72V(P] Pl) —0 for n— oo.
Similarly,

12(n) = (@) llw- = sup [(J2(n) = J2(), 02)]

o2l Iy <1
1
!

<k (/ﬂ [|V¢n|q72Vl/Jn - |V1/J|‘772V1/J} q/> "' 50 for n— 0.

Hence | is continuous.
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Also, for the operator S, we have

[S1(Pn) = S1(P)[lw+ = sup  [{S1(Pn) — S1(@), p1)]
1], <1

< BCp (/Q [[fnP~2pn — |¢|p—2¢]]9/> " 50 forn— oo,

Similarly,

= -

HSz(l[Jn) — Sz(l/ﬂ)”w* < 5Cq (/;1 [|7~/Jn|q721/1n _ ¢|q2¢]q’> — 0 for n — oo.

Hence S is continuous.

Finally, since f3, f, be Carathéodory functions satisfy (L3), then the Nemytskij operators Ry acting from
W into L¥' (Q)) and R, acting from W into L7 (Q)) are continuous operators (see[20]). Hence R is continuous.
Step 4. We prove T is a monotone operator. Let p > 2, then we have (see [23])

_ P
7|y2 yl‘ Vyl,yz S RN. (13)

val” =l + p P2 ya (2 —y1) + 50

From (L1) and using (13) for p > 2, we get
(@) = o0 = p1) = Ka(lolhy) [ [I99172Vp — [Fp1]P-2¥p1) (F9 = Vi)
> | [ 1907 299(T9 - Vo) - [ [Vl 2Ven(V9 - V)
24 5 Vo= val

> _
T op2rt -
= kipp 19 —p1lliy, -

where y), = m Similarly, for g > 2
. 2ky v o, 1
(J2(¥) = ]2(p2),0 = p2) = m/& ¥ — Voo
= kaptq |9 — p2llfy, -
where j; = W%l) Hence, for p,q > 2
(J(p, ) = T(o1,02), (¢, ) = (01,02)) = Kaptp l¢ — 1[I}y, + Kapsg 19 — o2l - (14)

Also, we have

(S1(¢) = S1(p1), ¢ —p1) = / a(x)[|¢P2¢ — |p1]P2p1] (¢ — p1)

Q
2
> oy Jyt 0 ol

> Mpp ¢ — Pl“iﬁ(n) > 0.

Similarly,
(S2() = Sa2(p2), ¥ — p2) = Ypq I — p2||‘£q(0) > Q.
Hence,
(S(9,9) = S(p1,02), (¢, 9) — (01,02)) = 0. (15)

Also, from (L2), we have

[f1(x, ¢, 9) — fi(x, 01, 9)] (¢ —p1) <0,
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consequently,

(Ri(x,,9) = Ra(xp1, )9 —p1) = [ [l 4) ~ filx o )@ —p1) <O

similarly,
(Ra(x, ¢, ) — Ra(x, ¢, 02), 9 — p2) <0,

SO,

<R(x/ 4)/ lp) - R(x/PLPZ)f (4)/ 1/’) - (p1/p2)> <0. (16)
Equations (14), (15) and (16), for p,q > 2 imply that

(T(9. %) — T(p1,p2), (9, %) — (p1,02)) = kuptp 6 — P, + kaptg Il — 213y,

17)
> CminHM’ - pl”5\/1 + HlP _pZH?/VZ]/

where cpin = min{kqp, kopig}. Hence, T is monotone.
Step 5. Now, we prove T is a coercive operator. Equation (17) gives us the following:

(T(¢,9), (&, 9)) > (T(0,0), (@, %)) + camin [ @ llfy, + [¥[lTy, |-

On the other side,

(T(0,0), (¢, 9)) = (](0,0),(9,)) + A (S(0,0), (¢, 4)) — (R(x,0,0), (¢, $))
_/Qfl(x,o,o)gb—_/sz(x,O,O)llJ

> —a [ fi@e—c [ Ay
> —cl(/(;[fl(x)]p,>;}/ (/Q |<p|’7); —Cz(./(‘)[fz(xﬂq)ql/ (/Q IIPIq)}]
>

_Clcp HleLp’(Q) ||(P||W1 - C2C17 Hf2||m’(g) HlPHWZ'

then,

(T(& ), (8,9)) = connlI91fy, + 11hs] = 1Cp 171l o 1191, — 2y |12y 191, -

So, one can have

(T(¢,9), (¢, )
(e )l lw

Hence, T is a coercive operator, consequently, there exists a weak solution for system (1).

Step 6. The uniqueness of weak solution for system (1) directly follows from (17). Let (¢1, ¥1), (¢2, 2) be weak

solutions for system (1) such that (¢1, 1) # (¢2, P2). Now, from (14), we have

lim =oco when |[[(¢,9)|]y — .

0= (T(¢1,¢1) — T($2,¥2), ($1,91) — ($2, ¥2))
> cmin[ll @1 — @2llly, + 1¥1 = ¥2lly,] >0 for p,g>2,

therefore (¢1, 1) = (P2, ¢2). O
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